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For Immediate Release

Five Boundless Readers™ Teachers Named 
CPS DRIVE Teacher Award Winners
CHICAGO (November 29, 2009) – Boundless Readers™ announced that five of the 23 Chicago Public School (CPS) teachers recently named as 2009 DRIVE Teacher Awards winners are Boundless Readers teachers.

Chicago-based Boundless Readers is a leading not-for-profit organization that invests in Chicago public schools and teachers through professional development programs and literacy resources to help children develop into lifelong readers, learners and thinkers.  Its development programs promote teacher understanding, knowledge and implementation of best practices in literacy instruction across the curriculum, and provide leadership development.  
The 2009 CPS DRIVE Teacher Awards honor teachers who have demonstrated outstanding leadership qualities. 

The Boundless Readers teachers who won the DRIVE Teacher Awards include Lauren Nichols (Dodge), Mary Beth Werner (Telpochcalli), Jennifer Veltman (Hurley), Monica Sims (Pershing West) and Kathleen Zofkie (Kipling).

 “We’re extremely proud of all five of our Boundless Readers DRIVE Teacher Award honorees,” says Mary Hicks, Executive Director of Boundless Readers.  “We know that teacher quality is the single most important determinant of student achievement,” adds Hicks.  “Boundless Readers invests in Chicago public school teachers so that they, in turn, will make a valuable investment in developing their students’ reading and learning each and every year,” she adds.

Each winning teacher is awarded $2,500 in addition to $1,000 for his or her school, a commemorative plaque, and membership on the Chicago Public School Teacher Leadership Advisory Council. 

Teachers were nominated by peers at their schools and 250 finalists were selected.  All 23 winning teachers were honored in mid-October at a DRIVE Award Ceremony and Dinner. 
About Boundless Readers

Chicago-based Boundless Readers, formerly called the Rochelle Lee Fund, is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  For more than 20 years, Boundless Readers has dedicated itself to unleashing the power of reading in children.  By building the capacity of Chicago public schools and teachers through its professional development programs and resources, Boundless Readers transforms students into passionate lifelong readers, learners, and thinkers.  For more information about Boundless Readers, visit www.boundlessreaders.org. 
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