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Boundless Readers™ Urges CPS Pre-K-8th-Grade Teachers to Apply For its 2010-2011 Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards

Award provides hundreds of teachers with professional development around literacy

CHICAGO (January 26, 2010) – Better teachers means better students.  That’s the idea behind Boundless Readers™ Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards, which provide professional development as it relates to literacy to hundreds of pre-K through 8th-grade teachers.   So Boundless Readers is urging pre-K-8th-grade Chicago Public School (CPS) teachers to apply now for its 2010-2011 Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards.

Boundless Readers’ mission is to transform students into passionate lifelong readers, learners, and thinkers.  In order to do so, the Chicago-based not-for-profit is building the capacity of Chicago public schools and teachers through its professional development resources and programs -- like the Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards.   

More than 7,000 professional development awards have been issued since Boundless Readers began its Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards program in 1989, benefiting countless elementary and middle school students throughout the Chicago Public School system. 

“Boundless Readers addresses one of Chicago’s and our nation’s greatest problems: children who do not read competently enough to meet the demands of today’s world—academic, economic, social and political,” says Mary Hicks, Executive Director of Boundless Readers. “We see the Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards program as playing a vital role in helping children become successful readers,” she adds.  

Teachers selected for Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards can choose from more than 600 hours of professional development workshops on literacy.  Participation in sessions that focus on “teacher as reader” is required for every teacher. Programming includes summer workshops, monthly study groups, teacher book discussion groups, and ongoing support from Boundless Readers.
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Teachers also receive $500-$850 worth of new children’s books for their classroom libraries that they select themselves to best meet their students’ interests and needs. The selection process is enhanced by allowing teachers to spend at least four hours in the Rochelle Lee Review Library to review books prior to placing their orders.  
“My classroom has been transformed by the many tools and techniques I’ve learned as a result of the Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards,” says Molly Anderson, a fifth-grade teacher from Bateman School.  “I’m energized with the excitement my students now have for reading, and I owe it to Boundless Readers,“ she adds.
Boundless Readers is accepting teacher applications now for its 2010-2011 Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards program.  Applications are downloadable at www.boundlessreaders.org/AppsMaterials.html and must be submitted by 5pm on Friday, February 12, 2010.

Pre-K through 8th-grade CPS teachers are eligible and can apply as individuals or as part of Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards study groups.  Teachers may participate as individuals for two years and there’s a maximum cap of four years of participation in the program (third and fourth-year applicants must participate in the Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards study groups). Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards study groups are comprised of four to eight teachers from the same school who are interested in pursuing a self-selected literacy focus.   
Teachers with questions about the Rochelle Lee Teacher Awards should contact Boundless Readers at 773.989.8582 or send an email to programs@boundlessreaders.org. 

About Boundless Readers

Chicago-based Boundless Readers, formerly called the Rochelle Lee Fund, is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  For more than 20 years, Boundless Readers has dedicated itself to unleashing the power of reading in children.  By building the capacity of Chicago public schools and teachers through its professional development programs and resources, Boundless Readers transforms students into passionate lifelong readers, learners, and thinkers.  For more information about Boundless Readers, visit www.boundlessreaders.org. 
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